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NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL

    In a reversal, the Department of Defense  will not be shutting  down the program that makes

satellite data publicly available to researchers and forecasters. The program dates to 1962 and has

launched more than a dozen satellites that collect weather data for military use, which NOAA has long

made available to the public. (New York Times)

 

   Google agreed to curb power use for AI data centers to ease strain on US grid when demand

surges. (Reuters)

 

   Sens. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, and John Curtis, R-Utah, have placed holds on three of Trump

Treasury nominees in renewable energy standoff. 

   “During consideration of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, I worked with my colleagues to provide wind

and solar an appropriate glidepath for the orderly phase-out of the tax credits,” Grassley stated. “This

is a case where both the law and congressional intent are clear.”  (Politico==Utility Dive)

   The Illinois Power Agency and the Coalition for Community Solar Access said that solar

energy is bringing energy costs down for consumers, not up. The pushback came after Trump

claimed  that "any State that has built and relied on WINDMILLS and SOLAR for power are seeing

RECORD BREAKING INCREASES IN ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY COSTS. THE SCAM OF THE

CENTURY! We will not approve wind or farmer destroying Solar. The days of stupidity are over in the

USA!!! MAGA" in a social post on Truth Social. (KHQA)

 

   Business is booming for residential solar installers, but with an important residential tax credit

expiring at the end of this year, the increase could be short-lived. (Utility Dive)

 

   More than 100 countries backed a pledge to halt production of new plastic waste. But oil-

producing nations whose crude petroleum is transformed into plastics blocked the effort. Those

included the United States, Saudi Arabia, and Russia.  When talks ended on 8/15,  The Center for

International Environmental Law called the process “an abject failure. (Heatmap Newsletter)

 Bull in a China Shop  

 

   White House tells Bureau of Land Management to cut

spending on renewables, land purchases, cultural

resources, wilderness. (Politico)

 

   The EPA intends to delay a compliance deadline for

owners of coal-fired power plants affected by zero-discharge

wastewater standards, according to a  court filing by the agency.(Utility Dive)

    Trump administration’s recent actions present  fresh threats to wind and solar developers’ everyday

business, for things that have never presented a potential

problem.

  The proposed actions, or new, bureaucratic obstacles whose

purpose is to crush renewable energy developments include the

following:

   The Department of Interior (DOI) will not issue permits to solar

or wind projects on federal lands unless they generate as much

energy per acre as a coal, gas, or nuclear power plant.

   The Transportation Department (DOT) will require national 1.2-mile property setback for wind

turbines near railroads and highways.

   The DOT will require the Federal Aviation Administration to  “thoroughly evaluate proposed wind

turbines to ensure they do not pose a danger to aviation” —  a once-routine FAA height clearance will

be required for almost every wind turbine.

   The DOI will require that all permits for wind and solar undergo  high-level political screening (“all

decisions, actions, consultations, and other undertakings” that are “related to wind and solar energy facilities” will now

be required to go through multiple layers of political review within the DOI) . (Heatmap==Politico==Heatmap)

   Transportation Dept. canceled $679 million for offshore wind projects as the Trump

administration’s campaign against wind power continues targeting funding for marine terminals

and ports to support development of the industry. (New York Times)  

   

  Trump administration redacted entire Empire Wind study: The administration blacked out 27

pages of findings in a document the Interior secretary cited when he ordered a work stoppage on the

offshore wind project.(E&E News)

 

   In March, the Trump administration created a novel way for companies to potentially avoid

complying with environmental rules set to be effective starting in 2026: Simply send an email to the

EPA and request an exemption.

   So far more than 100 facilities  were granted exemptions, including oil refineries and sites that

process a type of iron ore. (New York Times)

 

   The Trump Administration says it will end the $7 billion  Solar for All" program  aimed at helping

low-income households and communities to reduce pollution, and utility bills.  Instead, Trump is

exerting unfettered efforts to boost fossil fuels. (NPR)  
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  CLIMATE EMERGENCY / ENVIRONMENT

      Trump, with tariffs and threats, tries to strong-arm nations to retreat on climate

goals.  During a cabinet meeting Trump said he was trying to educate other nations: “I’m trying

to have people learn about wind real fast, and I think I’ve done a good job, but not good enough

because some countries are still trying. ” (New York Times)    

     Climate.gov, which went dark this summer by the Trump administration, is being revived by

volunteers as climate.us with expanded mission. Their effort’s new website, climate.us, would not only

offer public-facing interpretations of climate science, but could also begin to directly offer climate-

related services, such as assisting local governments with mapping increased flooding risk due to

climate change. (Guardian)  

    A new lawsuit alleges that in March Chris Wright, the energy secretary, “quietly arranged for

five handpicked skeptics of the effects of climate change” to form a committee called the Climate

Working Group that then wrote a report downplaying the threat of rising greenhouse gas emissions.

Lee Zeldin, the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, cited the report to justify a plan

to repeal the legal foundation for regulating climate pollution.

    The Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972 does not allow federal agencies to recruit or rely on

secret groups when engaging in policymaking. The process of selecting and the activities of groups

advising on federal policies must be transparent, according to the law. (New York Times)

 

  Trump administration has gutted federal efforts to monitor and respond  rolled back pollution

regulations and is actively working against renewable energy while promoting fossil fuels. But still,

people across the U.S.  are implementing small  local solutions to deal with the renewable anergy and

climate  crises:

Ohio: residents are forming buying clubs to purchase solar panels in bulk.

Mississippi: researchers are coaxing an endangered frog to procreate in a last-ditch effort to

save it.

Maine: a library is lending out dumpling steamers and leg massagers in a bid to reduce waste.

Kentucky: a town turned a toxic cave into a (safe) tourist attraction.

Delaware: a once-barren shoreline has been replanted to protect against rising seas.

(New York Times, Climate Forward Newsletter))

  

Climate Events This Month

Week of August 24

Summer 2025 was the hottest on record in the UK. The unprecedented average temperature

made it about 70 times more likely by human-induced climate change, according to the MET

Office.

The season for strong storms came late. This week, it has led to travel delays, a snarled start to

Burning Man and a recharged waterfall in Yosemite.

Wildfires continue raging across North America and southern Europe.

Week of August 17

China is reeling from flash floods that killed 10 in Inner Mongolia on Sunday,

Catastrophic floods have killed more than 300 in Pakistan and at least 50 in Indian-administered

Kashmir.

Spain is battling 20 major wildfires as blazes across Europe displace thousands.

 

Week of August 10

Overnight on Friday, Hurricane Erin ratcheted up to a Category 5 storm, from a Category 1,

becoming one of the top five most quickly intensifying hurricanes on record. As the planet

warms, rapidly intensifying hurricanes are becoming ever more likely.

The last day of the Wisconsin State Fair was canceled as severe storms led to power outages

and to road closures.

Four C-130 military aircraft equipped with firefighting equipment have been deployed to battle a

series of wildfires in the western U.S. as triple digit temperatures and low humidity readings

combine to create conditions for blazes to spark and spread rapidly.

Rare August rainstorms are deluging the Pacific Northwest with a month’s worth of precipitation

in 24 hours, threatening floods.

There are over 700 active fires in Canada. Many large wildfires are occurring in parts of the

country where fires typically stay small. This is one of the worst wildfires seasons  the country

has experienced.

A heat wave gripped parts of Europe on Monday, sending temperatures up to 43 degrees

Celsius (109.4 Fahrenheit) in southern France and increasing risks of wildfires.

Bulgaria suffered blazes along its southern borders as Hungary saw record-breaking weekend

temperatures and fires caused evacuations in Turkey’s northwest.

Heavy monsoon floods have killed at least 194 people in flash floods and landslides in Pakistan

and Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

 Spain on Friday warned of "very high or extreme fire danger in most of the country," as

firefighters there continue battling 14 blazes in temperatures up to 104 degrees Fahrenheit.

 Week of August 3

Wildfire smoke in Alberta, Canada, is so thick that the airport had a visibility of just about 650

feet, and the air quality index hit 2241, 10 times higher than “hazardous” levels.

A wildfire in Arizona’s Grand Canyon National Park that has burned for nearly a month has

grown into the largest blaze in the continental U.S. so far this year, scorching more than

114,000 acres as of this weekend.

The Gifford Fire on Monday scorched more than 100 square miles (260 square km) of coastal

Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties and was still burning out of control.

Smoke prompts air quality alerts from central Canada to the Northeastern U..S.

Hong Kong reels from heaviest August rain since 1884.

Japan recorded its highest-ever temperature of 41.8 degrees Celsius.

Storm Floris batters Scotland with 90 mph wind as it disrupts travel and festivals.

A massive wildfire has engulfed southern France . So far 13,000 hectares have burned, an area

bigger than Paris.  Reuters  
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 ENERGY

  Trump’s OBBA generally requires wind and solar facilities to begin

construction before July 5, 2026, or be placed in service by December

31, 2027, to qualify for the Section 45Y clean electricity production credit

or the Section 48E clean electricity investment credit. On August 15,

2025, the Treasury Department and the IRS issued Notice 2025-42  on the beginning-of-construction

requirements applicable to wind and solar facilities. (Bracewell)

 

    Electricity prices are going up at about twice the rate of inflation.

    Trump  reacted:

   “Any State that has built and relied on WINDMILLS and SOLAR for power are seeing RECORD

BREAKING INCREASES IN ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY COSTS,” he posted  on Truth Social,

calling these renewables “THE SCAM OF THE CENTURY!”

  There is a correlation between renewable energy and electricity prices. In some of the states with the

highest level of renewables prices have either risen more modestly than average or even fallen, as is

the case with North Dakota.

In Iowa, the state with the most renewables usage (again, thanks to wind), the average electricity price

in May was just below  the level in May 2019.

  The U.S. average electricity prices have increased by around 27% in the past six years, and 5.5% in

the past year alone,  while overall prices have risen 2.7%.

The top reasons for grid transmission issues are local distribution, i.e., bringing power to customers.

Beyond that, extreme weather, natural gas prices, and data center-induced demand growth all play a

part. (Heatmap)

 

   Trump has repeatedly promised to lower utility bills. And, in his Politico interview, Energy

Secretary Wright insisted that the Trump administration’s war on renewable energy is not inflating

electricity costs.

   But studies have found that Trump’s pro-fossil fuel, anti-renewable energy policies will raise prices.

A July report from climate thinktank Energy Innovation, for instance, found that the Republicans’

spending Mega bill that the president signed last month could increase wholesale electricity prices by

as much as 74%, largely due to its repeal of many Biden-era green energy. (Guardian)

 

   Massive Data Center Demand Strains Grid Planning

   Arizona Public Service faces 24.5 GW in interconnection requests—nearly 3x their current system

peak of 8.5 GW. (Parker Rhodes Newletter)

 

   Ameren Transmission Company of Illinois  got a

permission to begin some of that critical work, receiving

approval from the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) for its

proposed $1.6 billion transmission project, the Central Illinois

Grid Transformation Program (CIGTP). (Renewable Energy

World==Ameren)
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 Solar   

   Total corporate funding for solar companies — including venture

capital, public market and debt financing — fell 39% year-over-year in

the first half of 2025, according to data from Mercom Capital

Group. Energy storage companies saw funding drop 41% over the same

time, according to Mercom.

   Although total funding declined, project acquisitions and merger activity picked up, likely driven by

decreased valuations, according to Raj Prabhu, CEO of Mercom, which collects data on financing

deals announced around the globe, excluding data on Chinese companies. (Utility Dive)

   Cancellation of clean tech manufacturing plans outpaced new investment announcements in

Q2, Rhodium Group and MIT analysts report. (Axios)

 

   The U.S. Department of Agriculture will heighten scrutiny of some solar and wind projects.

   Secretary Rollins claims that prime farmland has been displaced by solar farms and the new

investment guardrails are meant to keep farmland affordable.  Data from the USDA shows that a small

amount of rural land is used for solar and wind projects and that most farmland continues in

agricultural production even after the projects are installed.

   The USDA provided over $2 billion for renewable energy projects, like solar and wind, through its

Rural Energy for America Program, according to the agency website. The agency has also supported

clean energy projects for rural electric cooperatives. (Reuters==AGWEB)

 

    The first US floating solar tracker with 50 kW reservoir array is launched in Colorado. Noria

Energy’s AquaPhi system rotates floating solar panels to follow the sun, boosting output by up to 20%.

(Interesting Engineering)

   Despite removing climate change from its official state policy in 2024, Florida added more

utility-scale solar than California last year, with over 3 gigawatts of new capacity coming online. 

(CNBC)

 

   More than a million people across Germany had installed solar panels on their balconies as

of last month.

   Plug-in solar, also known as balcony solar units are easy to install. However, they face certain

barriers in the U.S,

Local utility rules may limit what residents can install without permission.

Key safety standards from independent testing entities have not been released yet.

   Plug-in panel units have hit the market at about $400. Each unit can power a small appliance. (New

York Times)
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   Wind 

  Trump’s crusade against wind energy is intensifying — and it could

come with some serious costs, potentially as much as $317 billion in lost

investment,, per a new analysis. That figure is based on the 790 projects

totaling 213 gigawatts that developers plan to build in the years to come —

all of which are at risk of delay or even cancellation under the administration’s policies.

   Even if a fraction of that investment is canceled or delayed,  tax revenue and jobs will not be

generated, with Texas , Illinois, and New Jersey standing to lose the most. (Canary Media ==

Sierraclub)

 

   Energy Storage

   A report commissioned by the

American Clean Power

Association (ACP) states that the

MISO service area will need a 500%

rise in battery storage by 2035. MISO is the biggest regional

transmission organization (RTO) in the US. (Energy Storage

News ==FERC)

 

   A battery-powered electric train has set a new world record for the longest journey on a

single charge, travelling 200 miles between Reading, London and Oxford. Great Western Railway

spokesperson called it an "incredible feat."(Reuters) 

To Top

 

Electric Vehicles     

   The U.S. Postal Service is facing, in the name of cost savings

congressional attempts to strip billions in federal EV funding to replace

gas-powered mail trucks with a mostly electric fleet. Canceling the

program may have the opposite effect. (AP)

 

   EV charging ports are forecast to grow to over 206 million ports deployed by 2040, reaching a

$300 billion market. (PV Mag)

 

    U.S. electric vehicle uptake will slow in the short-term following big cuts to federal support but

strong investments in manufacturing and competition from foreign carmakers will push sales and

power demand higher overall. (Reuters)

   EV share of the overall US auto market dropped to 7.4% in the second quarter, down year over

year from 8.1% in Q2 2024, and also down quarter over quarter from 7.6% in Q1 2025.  The 7.4% EV

market share is the worst since Q1 2024 when the share was 7.2%. (Cleantechnica)

 

   The WH freeze on billions of federal dollars meant to create a network of EV charging stations

is meeting legal obstacles.

   In June, a court ordered the Department of Transportation to resume funding the program for

14 states

   In July other challenges to the freeze have been accepted by the court.

   A final ruling could come as soon as October.  (Politico)

 

 OTHER ENERGY

 Fossil Fuels    

    When a coal processing plant outside of Pittsburgh shut down in

2016, ER visits for pediatric asthma almost immediately dropped 40% and

then continued to decline, according to a new analysis. (Inside Climate

News) 

 

   An independent report finds that the Trump administration’s orders to keep coal-fired power

plants running could cost consumers between $3-6 billion a year.

(Heatmap Newsletter==Earthjustice)

 

  It cost a Michigan coal burning power plant $29 million to

operate for the first month after the U.S. Department of Energy

ordered it to stay open past its retirement date in late May. (Detroit

News via Canary Media)

 

   DOE issued an initial emergency order to prevent the retiring

of 1,420-MW J.H. Campbell power plant in West Olive, Michigan, on May 31. That order expired on

Aug. 21. The new order runs until Nov. 19. (Utility Dive)

 

    BP  has made its largest oil and gas discovery in 25 years offshore Brazil  in a potential big

boost for the British company following its strategic shift away from renewable energy to refocus

on fossil fuels. (Reuters)

 

    The OBBBA is eliminating tax credits for wind turbines, solar panels, and electric vehicles.

Yet America’s largest exporter of liquified natural gas is seeking “alternative fuel” tax credits simply for

running its vessels on the fuel they carry, exactly as they’re designed to do. The tax credit,  enacted in

2005, was intended to incentivize the switch from gasoline and diesel to biofuels, LNG, and liquid fuels

derived from coal. The claimant company is seeking federal rewards for using the LNG fuel. If the IRS

approves the request, the LNG hauler could net more than $140 million. (Heatmap AM Newsletter

08/04)) 

Biofuels

   Airlines have announced 165 SAF projects over the past 12 years, only 36 have materialized

   If all the pending projects announced by airlines reached their maximum potential, it would only add

12 billion gallons of SAF production, about 10% of what’s needed to hit the net zero target. (Reuters)

Nuclear    

   Several big tech companies are seeking nuclear power to provide dispatchable low carbon

energy. Trump rolled out policies to increase existing

nuclear capacity alongside measures to accelerate the

deployment of small modular reactors (SMRs) and larger

conventional reactors.

   Utilities are increasingly eager to extend the licenses of

existing reactors. Some 24 of the 94 operational U.S.

nuclear reactors have licenses that are set to expire prior

to 2035,  (Reuters==Washington Post)

   A forthcoming Trump administration plan to make Cold War-era plutonium available to power

companies for reactor fuel deserves a close look, nuclear industry officials said Wednesday.

   Experts in arms control and nuclear safety say the idea — which would repurpose plutonium from

dismantled warheads — is costly and dangerous. (Axios)
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NORTHEAST

 

 New York

      The New York Power Authority’s draft plan includes new renewable and energy storage

projects totaling more than 3.8 GW, more than doubling existing capacity. (Utility Dive)

 

   New York City’s 2,500 electric vehicles — the largest municipal EV fleet in the country — are

far more efficient than their gas- or diesel-powered counterparts, except in cold winter weather, when

their range drops by a third, a new study finds. (E&E News via Canary Media))

 

New Hampshire

   The governor signed a law removing the development of “speculative and intrusive offshore

wind projects” from the mission of the state energy innovation office. (NHPR via Canary Media) 

Rhode Island

   The Rhode Island offshore wind project, now nearly finished, employed 80 fishermen to help

with construction. With Trump’s pause, they are losing vital income.  Though often seen as opposed

to offshore wind, many New England fishermen have made peace with the industry in recent years. 

(Canary Media)

To Top

DATA    

The U.S. Energy  Information Agency Forecasts

U.S. electricity peak demand set new records twice in July.

U.S. electric power sector will grow at an annual rate of just over 2% in 2025 and 2026

Rapid electricity demand growth is projected for  in Texas and the Mid-Atlantic.

EIA expects the Brent crude oil spot price to average less than $60 per barrel (lowest since

2020) in the 4th  quarter of 2025  as growth in the global supply of oil vastly surpasses growth in

demand for petroleum products 

 
        Average Price of Electricity to Ultimate Customers:  

Total by End-Use Sector, 2015 - May 2025 (Cents per kWh
      

Year to Date (Jan -May)     
Period Residential CommercialIndustrial    TransportationAll Sectors
2023 15.92 12.35 7.83 12.49 12.44
2024 16.23 12.53 7.86 12.44 12.63
2025 16.79 13.06 8.26 13.37 13.18

      
Rolling 12 Months Ending in May    
2024 16.12 12.66 8.05 12.74 12.76
2025 16.69 13.06 8.31 13.04 13.21

      
Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration   

 
 

   Total corporate funding for solar companies — including venture capital, public
market and debt financing — fell 39% year-over-year in the first half of 2025,
   Energy storage companies saw funding drop 41% over the same period. Although
total funding declined, project acquisitions and merger activity picked up, likely
driven by decreased valuations, (Utility Dive) 
   BNEF’s revised outlook now projects a 23% drop in new wind, solar and energy
storage additions through 2030 versus the 1half 2025 base case. (Bloomberg) 
   The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)  reports record renewable
energy growth in 2024, cutting fossil fuel costs by US$467bn. and making low
carbon power more economical

 To Top

 OF INTEREST
    Climate 101 is a primer on some of the key technologies of the
energy transition. This series, covers everything from what makes silicon

a perfect material for solar panels (and computer chips), to what’s going

on inside a lithium-ion battery, to the difference between advanced and enhanced geothermal.

(Heatmap)

 Energy: Research/Development
  The European Space Agency has  taken its first steps toward an orbital solar
energy, a system that would place panels in orbit to capture solar radiation and transmit
it to Earth in the form of microwaves. If successful, it could supply between one-seventh
and one-third of the current electricity demand in Europe with space solar
energy.   (noticiasambientales)

   Simply switching from gas-powered cars to electric vehicles (EVs) will not be enough to fight
climate change — unless the U.S. transmission grid is upgraded. 

   Transmission constraints prevent wind and solar generated power from reaching many EV charging

locations, resulting in greater reliance on nearby fossil fuel power plants and undercutting the

emissions benefits of electrification. However, even a small increase in the existing grid’s transmission

capacity would significantly reduce grid congestion. (Northwestern == Nature Communications)

  

Solar
   Floating solar panels placed on bodies of water can  produce more power per square foot
than land-based systems. But there is still much to learn about the impact of  this technology on

 nature and nearby communities. (Yahoo News)

  

Storage
   Energy storage can make charging and discharging based on fluctuations in power grid load,

supplying power during peak periods and storing excess electricity generated during valley periods.

   The high investment cost of energy storage equipment is the principal obstacle hindering the broad

adoption of energy storage technology in the residential sector 

   Community shared energy storage (CSES) may break this barrier. CSES is the integration of the

sharing economy concept into energy storage models. In CSES, multiple community members jointly

use the energy storage system, share its benefits, and jointly bear both the investment and

maintenance costs. T Due to economies of scale, CSES offers significant advantages over traditional

energy storage models in terms of resource utilization and electricity cost savings. (Science  Direct)
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OPINION  

   The Crazy Comes for Clean Energy, from Paul Krugman, Nobel Prize Economist 

   Whenever I write about energy, I get many comments from people insisting that renewables are

too costly to compete with fossil fuels unless they receive huge subsidies, and anyway that they can’t

meet a large fraction of our energy needs because of intermittency — the sun doesn’t always shine

and the wind doesn’t always blow. Gosh, I never thought of that.  

To Top

 

New York Solar Energy Society (NYSES)

a Chapter of the American Solar Energy Society (ASES)
prepares consumer knowledge handouts about energy conservation and renewable

energy, and distributes Green Energy Times, a resource publication, to the public

throughout eastern New York State and Northern New England. NYSES analyses legislation

and state programs and visits with the staff of legislators in New York City, New York

State, and Washington, DC.

   NYSES is a volunteer, grassroots, membership organization serving the children,

families, engineers, architects, and teachers of New York State since 2007. 

   To encourage the understanding and use of solar energy technologies through public

outreach, to be a source of sound technical knowledge, and to provide a forum to address

critical regional and state issues relating to solar energy solutions. We address the energy

usage of all segments of society by increasing awareness of the benefits of renewables:

solar, wind, biomass, geothermal ground source, tidal/wave energy, and energy

efficiency.

For more information, please contact:

New York Solar Energy Society
 5270 Sycamore Avenue, Bronx,  NY 10471

917 974 4606

www.nyses.org 

Join and Support NYSES -- http://nyses.org/Main/Join

By renewing your membership and/or making one-time or periodic donations, you can help to sustain

and expand the efforts and activities of the New York Solar Energy Society.
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